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Launching a New Era in Human Aging 

    Our fate as an aging species is set in stone   

Diseases that appear later in life are fundamentally linked to 

biological aging 

Our approach to diseases is to attack them one-at-a-time, as 

if they are unrelated 

This approach to disease will yield diminishing gains in 

longevity and health 

Human body design is fixed ï which means inherent limits 

are part of our biology 

We now have the capacity to take control over our own biological destiny, and 

we are about to do so 

A new era in human aging is about to begin!  
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Gompertz (1825) ï summarized in Olshansky and 

Carnes (1997) Ever Since Gompertz 

1687. Newtonôs Law of Universal Gravitation 
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The Bridge of Life 

The Chances of Death by Karl Pearson (1897) 
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The American Naturalist (1922) 
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Source:  Olshansky, Carnes and Grahn, 1996.   
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Source:  Olshansky, Carnes and Grahn, 1996.   
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Olshansky et al., 1990. Science. 
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"Nothing in biology makes sense 

except in the light of evolution."  

Theodosius Dobzhansky                                                                         
The American Biology Teacher, March 1973  



WHY Do We Age and Live as Long as We 

Do?  Is There Biology in the Life Table? 

Is There a Law of Mortality? 


